
The 1858 Great Controversy 
Chapters 28-30.  

Chapter 28. The Third Angel's Message. 
As the ministration of Jesus closed in the Holy place, and he passed into the Holiest, and stood before 
the ark containing the law of God, he sent another mighty angel to earth with the third message. He 
placed a parchment in the angel's hand, and as he descended to earth in majesty and power, he 
proclaimed a fearful warning, the most terrible threatening ever borne to man. This message was 
designed to put the children of God upon their guard, and show them the hour of temptation and 
anguish that was before them. Said the angel, They will be brought into close combat with the beast 
and his image. Their only hope of eternal life is to remain steadfast. Although their lives are at stake, 
yet they must hold fast the truth. The third angel closes his message with these words, Here is the 
patience of the saints; here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. As he 
repeated these words he pointed to the heavenly Sanctuary.  

The minds of all who embrace this message are directed to the Most Holy place where Jesus stands 
before the ark, making his final intercession for all those for whom mercy still lingers, and for those 
who have ignorantly broken the law of God. This atonement is made for the righteous dead as well as 
for the righteous living. Jesus makes an atonement for those who died, not receiving the light upon 
God's commandments, who sinned ignorantly.   

After Jesus opened the door of the Most Holy the light of the Sabbath was seen, and the people of God 
were to be tested and proved, as God proved the children of Israel anciently, to see if they would keep 
his law. I saw the third angel pointing upward, showing the disappointed ones the way to the Holiest of 
the heavenly Sanctuary. They followed Jesus by faith into the Most Holy. Again they have found Jesus, 
and joy and hope spring up anew. I saw them looking back reviewing the past, from the proclamation 
of the second advent of Jesus, down through their travels to the passing of the time in 1844. They see 
their disappointment explained, and joy and certainty again animate them. The third angel has lighted 
up the past, present and future, and they know that God has indeed led them by his mysterious 
providence.   

It was represented to me that the remnant followed Jesus into the Most Holy place, and beheld the 
ark, and the mercy-seat, and were captivated with their glory. Jesus raised the cover of the ark, and 
behold! the tables of stone, with the ten commandments written upon them. They trace down the 
lively oracles; but they start back with trembling when they see the fourth commandment living among 
the ten holy precepts, while a brighter light shines upon it than upon the other nine, and a halo of glory 
is all around it.  

They find nothing there informing them that the Sabbath has been abolished, or changed to the first 
day of the week. It reads as when spoken by the mouth of God in solemn and awful grandeur upon the 
mount, while the lightnings flashed and the thunders rolled, and when written with his own holy finger 
in the tables of stone. Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath 
of the Lord thy God. They are amazed as they behold the care taken of the ten commandments. They 
see them placed close by Jehovah, overshadowed and protected by his holiness. They see that they 
have been trampling upon the fourth commandment of the decalogue, and have observed a day 
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handed down by the heathen and papists, instead of the day sanctified by Jehovah. They humble 
themselves before God, and mourn over their past transgressions.   

I saw the incense in the censer smoke as Jesus offered their confessions and prayers to his Father. And 
as it ascended, a bright light rested upon Jesus, and upon the mercy-seat; and the earnest, praying 
ones, who were troubled because they had discovered themselves to be transgressors of God's law, 
were blest, and their countenances lighted up with hope and joy. They joined in the work of the third 
angel, and raised their voices and proclaimed the solemn warning. But few at first received the 
message, yet they continued with energy to proclaim the warning. Then I saw many embrace the 
message of the third angel, and unite their voices with those who had first proclaimed the warning, 
and they exalted God and magnified him by observing his sanctified Rest-day.   

Many who embraced the third message had not an experience in the two former messages. Satan 
understood this, and his evil eye was upon them to overthrow them; but the third angel was pointing 
them to the Most Holy place, and those who had an experience in the past messages were pointing 
them the way to the heavenly Sanctuary. Many saw the perfect chain of truth in the angels' messages, 
and gladly received it. They embraced them in their order, and followed Jesus by faith into the 
heavenly Sanctuary. These messages were represented to me as an anchor to hold the body. And as 
individuals receive and understand them, they are shielded against the many delusions of Satan.   

After the great disappointment in 1844, Satan and his angels were busily engaged in laying snares to 
unsettle the faith of the body. He was affecting the minds of individuals who had a personal experience 
in these things. They had an appearance of humility. They changed the first and second messages, and 
pointed to the future for their fulfillment, while others pointed far back in the past, declaring that they 
had been there fulfilled. These individuals were drawing the minds of the inexperienced away, and 
unsettling their faith. Some were searching the Bible to try to build up a faith of their own, 
independent of the body.  

Satan exulted in all this; for he knew that those who broke loose from the anchor, he could affect by 
different errors and drive about with winds of doctrine. Many who had led in the first and second 
messages, denied them, and division and scattering was throughout the body. I then saw Wm. Miller. 
He looked perplexed, and was bowed with sorrow and distress for his people. He saw the company 
who were united and loving in 1844, losing their love for each other, and opposing one another. He 
saw them fall back into a cold, backslidden state. Grief wasted his strength.  

I saw leading men watching Wm. Miller, and fearing lest he should embrace the third angel's message 
and the commandments of God. And as he would lean towards the light from heaven, these men 
would lay some plan to draw his mind away. I saw a human influence exerted to keep his mind in 
darkness, and to retain his influence among them. At length Wm. Miller raised his voice against the 
light from heaven. He failed in not receiving the message which would have fully explained his 
disappointment, and cast a light and glory on the past, which would have revived his exhausted 
energies, brightened up his hope, and led him to glorify God. But he leaned to human wisdom instead 
of divine, and being broken with arduous labor in his Master's cause, and by age, he was not as 
accountable as those who kept him from the truth. They are responsible, and the sin rests upon them.  

If Wm. Miller could have seen the light of the third message, many things which looked dark and 
mysterious to him would have been explained. His brethren professed such deep love and interest for 
him, he thought he could not tear away from them. His heart would incline towards the truth; but then 
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he looked at his brethren. They opposed it. Could he tear away from those who had stood side and 
shoulder with him in proclaiming Jesus' coming? He thought they surely would not lead him astray.   

God suffered him to come under the power of Satan, and death to have dominion over him. He hid him 
in the grave, away from those who were constantly drawing him from God. Moses erred just as he was 
about to enter the promised land. So also, I saw that Wm. Miller erred as he was soon to enter the 
heavenly Canaan, in suffering his influence to go against the truth. Others led him to this. Others must 
account for it. But angels watch the precious dust of this servant of God, and he will come forth at the 
sound of the last trump.  

Chapter 29. A Firm Platform. 
I saw a company who stood well guarded and firm, and would give no countenance to those who 
would unsettle the established faith of the body. God looked upon them with approbation. I was 
shown three steps--one, two and three--the first, second and third angels' messages. Said the angel, 
Woe to him who shall move a block, or stir a pin in these messages. The true understanding of these 
messages is of vital importance. The destiny of souls hangs upon the manner in which they are 
received. I was again brought down through these messages, and saw how dearly the people of God 
had purchased their experience. It had been obtained through much suffering and severe conflict. Step 
by step had God brought them along, until he had placed them upon a solid, immovable platform.  

Then I saw individuals as they approached the platform, before stepping upon it examine the 
foundation. Some with rejoicing immediately stepped upon it. Others commenced to find fault with 
the laying of the foundation of the platform. They wished improvements made, and then the platform 
would be more perfect, and the people much happier. Some stepped off the platform and examined it, 
then found fault with it, declaring it to be laid wrong. I saw that nearly all stood firm upon the 
platform, and exhorted others who had stepped off to cease their complaints, for God was the master-
builder, and they were fighting against him. They recounted the wonderful work of God, which had led 
them to the firm platform, and in union nearly all raised their eyes to heaven, and with a loud voice 
glorified God. This affected some of those who had complained, and left the platform, and again they 
with humble look stepped upon it.  

I was pointed back to the proclamation of the first advent of Christ. John was sent in the spirit and 
power of Elijah to prepare the way for Jesus' coming. Those who rejected the testimony of John were 
not benefited by the teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the proclamation of his first advent placed 
them where they could not readily receive the strongest evidence of his being the Messiah. Satan led 
on those who rejected the message of John to go still further, to reject Jesus and crucify him. In doing 
this, they placed themselves where they could not receive the blessing on the day of Pentecost, which 
would have taught them the way into the heavenly Sanctuary.  

The rending of the vail of the temple showed that the Jewish sacrifices and ordinances would no longer 
be received. The great Sacrifice had been offered, and had been accepted, and the Holy Spirit which 
descended on the day of Pentecost carried the minds of the disciples from the earthly Sanctuary to the 
heavenly, where Jesus had entered by his own blood, and shed upon his disciples the benefits of his 
atonement. The Jews were left in complete deception and total darkness. They lost all the light they 
might have had upon the plan of salvation, and still trusted in their useless sacrifices and offerings. 
They could not be benefited by the mediation of Christ in the Holy place. The heavenly Sanctuary had 
taken the place of the earthly, yet they had no knowledge of the way to the heavenly.  
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Many look with horror at the course the Jews pursued toward Jesus in rejecting and crucifying him. 
And as they read the history of his shameful abuse, they think they love Christ, and would not have 
denied him like Peter, or crucified him like the Jews. But God who has witnessed their professed 
sympathy for his Son, has proved them, and has brought to the test that love which they professed for 
Jesus.   

All heaven watched with the deepest interest the reception of the message. But many who profess to 
love Jesus, and who shed tears as they read the story of the cross, instead of receiving the message 
with gladness, are stirred, with anger, and deride the good news of Jesus' coming, and declare it to be 
delusion. They would not fellowship those who loved his appearing, but hated them, and shut them 
out of the churches. Those who rejected the first message could not be benefited by the second, and 
were not benefited by the midnight cry, which was to prepare them to enter with Jesus by faith into 
the Most Holy place of the heavenly Sanctuary. And by rejecting the two former messages, they can 
see no light in the third angel's message, which shows the way into the Most Holy place.  

I saw that the nominal churches, as the Jews crucified Jesus, had crucified these messages, and 
therefore they have no knowledge of the move made in heaven, or of the way into the Most Holy, and 
they cannot be benefited by the intercession of Jesus there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless 
sacrifices, they offer up their useless prayers to the apartment which Jesus has left, and Satan, pleased 
with the deception of the professed followers of Christ, fastens them in his snare, and assumes a 
religious character, and leads the minds of these professed christians to himself, and works with his 
power, his signs and lying wonders. Some he deceives in one way and some in another.  

He has different delusions prepared to affect different minds. Some look with horror upon one 
deception, while they readily receive another. Satan deceives some with Spiritualism. He also comes as 
an angel of light, and spreads his influence over the land. I saw false reformations every where. The 
churches were elated, and considered that God was marvelously working for them, when it was 
another spirit. It will die away and leave the world and the church in a worse condition than before.   

I saw that God had honest children among the nominal Adventists, and the fallen churches, and 
ministers and people will yet be called out from these churches, before the plagues shall be poured 
out, and they will gladly embrace the truth. Satan knows this, and before the loud cry of the third 
angel, raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who have rejected the truth may think 
God is with them. He hopes to deceive the honest, and lead them to think that God is still working for 
the churches. But the light will shine, and every one of the honest ones will leave the fallen churches, 
and take their stand with the remnant.  

Chapter 30. Spiritualism. 
I saw the rapping delusion. Satan has power to bring the appearance of forms before us purporting to 
be our relatives and friends that now sleep in Jesus. It will be made to appear as if they were present, 
the words they uttered while here, which we were familiar with, will be spoken, and the same tone of 
voice which they had while living will fall upon the ear. All this is to deceive the world, and ensnare 
them into the belief of this delusion.   

I saw that the saints must have a thorough understanding of the present truth, which they will have to 
maintain from the Scriptures. They must understand the state of the dead; for the spirits of devils will 
yet appear to them, professing to be beloved friends and relatives, who will declare to them 
unscriptural doctrines. They will do all in their power to excite sympathy, and work miracles before 
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them, to confirm what they declare. The people of God must be prepared to withstand these spirits 
with the Bible truth that the dead know not any thing, and that they are the spirits of devils.   

I saw that we must examine well the foundation of our hope, for we shall have to give a reason for it 
from the Scriptures; for we shall see this delusion spreading, and we shall have to contend with it face 
to face. And unless we are prepared for it, we shall be ensnared and overcome. But if we do what we 
can on our part to be ready for the conflict that is just before us, God will do his part, and his all-
powerful arm will protect us. He would sooner send every angel out of glory to make a hedge about 
faithful souls, than that they should be deceived and led away by the lying wonders of Satan.   

I saw the rapidity with which this delusion was spreading. A train of cars was shown me, going with the 
speed of lightning. The angel bade me look carefully. I fixed my eyes upon the train. It seemed that the 
whole world was on board. Then he showed me the conductor, who looked like a stately fair person, 
whom all the passengers looked up to and reverenced. I was perplexed, and asked my attending angel 
who it was. Said he, It is Satan. He is the conductor in the form of an angel of light. He has taken the 
world captive. They are given over to strong delusions, to believe a lie that they may be damned. His 
agent, the next highest in order to him, is the engineer, and others of his agents are employed in 
different offices as he may need them, and they are all going with lightning speed to perdition. I asked 
the angel if there were none left. He bade me look in an opposite direction, and I saw a little company 
traveling a narrow pathway. All seemed to be firmly united, and bound together by the truth.     

This little company looked care-worn, as though they had passed through severe trials and conflicts. 
And it seemed as if the sun had just appeared from behind the cloud, and shone upon their 
countenances, and caused them to look triumphant, as though their victories were nearly won.  I saw 
that the Lord had given the world opportunity to discover the snare. This one thing was evidence 
enough for the Christian if there were no other. There is no difference made between the precious and 
the vile.   

Thomas Paine, whose body has mouldered to dust, and who is to be called forth at the end of the 1000 
years, at the second resurrection, to receive his reward, and suffer the second death, is purported by 
Satan to be in heaven, and highly exalted there. Satan used him on earth as long as he could, and now 
he is carrying on the same work through pretensions of having Thomas Paine so much exalted and 
honored; and as he taught on earth, Satan is making it appear that he is teaching in heaven. And some 
on earth who have looked with horror at his life and death, and his corrupt teachings while living, now 
submit to be taught by him who was one of the vilest and most corrupt of men; one who despised God 
and his law.   

He who is the father of lies, blinds and deceives the world by sending his angels forth to speak for the 
apostles, and make it appear that they contradict what they wrote when on earth, which was dictated 
by the Holy Ghost. These lying angels make the apostles to corrupt their own teachings and declare 
them to be adulterated. By so doing he can throw professed Christians, who have a name to live and 
are dead, and all the world, into uncertainty about the word of God; for that cuts directly across his 
track, and is likely to thwart his plans. Therefore he gets them to doubt the divine origin of the Bible, 
and then sets up the infidel Thomas Paine, as though he was ushered into heaven when he died, and 
with the holy apostles whom he hated on earth, is united, and appears to be teaching the world.   

Satan assigns each one of his angels their part to act. He enjoins upon them to be cunning, artful and 
sly. He instructs some of them to act the part of the apostles, and speak for them, while others are to 
act out infidels and wicked men who died cursing God, but now appear to be very religious. There is no 
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difference made between the most holy apostles and the vilest infidel. They are both made to teach 
the same thing. It matters not who Satan makes to speak, if his object is only accomplished. He was so 
intimately connected with Paine upon earth, and so aided him, that it is an easy thing for him to know 
the very words he used, and the very hand-writing of one of his devoted children who served him so 
faithfully, and accomplished his purposes so well. Satan dictated much of his writings, and it is an easy 
thing for him to dictate sentiments through his angels now, and make it appear that it comes through 
Thomas Paine, who was his devoted servant while he lived. But this is the masterpiece of Satan. All this 
teaching purporting to be from apostles, and saints, and wicked men who have died, comes directly 
from his Satanic majesty.   

This should be enough to remove the vail from every mind and discover unto all the dark, mysterious 
works of Satan;--that he has got one whom he loved so well, and who hated God so perfectly, with the 
holy apostles and angels in glory: virtually saying to the world and infidels, No matter how wicked you 
are; no matter whether you believe in God or the Bible, or disbelieve; live as you please, heaven is your 
home;--for every one knows that if Thomas Paine is in heaven, and so exalted, they will surely get 
there. This is so glaring that all may see if they will. Satan is doing now what he has been trying to do 
since his fall, through individuals like Thomas Paine. He is, through his power and lying wonders, 
tearing away the foundation of the christians' hope, and putting out their sun that is to lighten them in 
the narrow way to heaven. He is making the world believe that the Bible is no better than a story-book, 
uninspired, while he holds out something to take its place; namely, Spiritual Manifestations!   

Here is a channel wholly devoted to himself, under his control, and he can make the world believe 
what he will. The Book that is to judge him and his followers, he puts back into the shade, just where 
he wants it. The Saviour of the world he makes to be no more than a common man; and as the Roman 
guard that watched the tomb of Jesus, spread the false and lying report that the chief priests and 
elders put in their mouth, so will the poor, deluded followers of these pretended spiritual 
manifestations, repeat, and try to make it appear, that there is nothing miraculous about our Saviour's 
birth, death and resurrection; and they put Jesus with the Bible, back into the shade, where they want 
him, and then get the world to look to them and their lying wonders and miracles, which they declare 
far exceed the works of Christ. Thus the world is taken in the snare, and lulled to security; not to find 
out their awful deception, until the seven last plagues are poured out. Satan laughs as he sees his plan 
succeed so well, and the whole world in the snare.  

 


