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Jntroduction

This book defends the character of God! He
is not the mean, hateful Person that so many
picture Him to be.

Within these pages you will find an immense
amount of encouragement to come to God and
find in Him someone in whom you can trust
your life! He is the best Friend you will ever
have.

He loves you and wants to save you! He is
your kind, loving heavenly Father. He is your
Creator, Redeemer, and God.

The Bible is full of precious promises, for
everything God tells us is a treasure for our
benefit. Many of those promises are in this book.

Chapter One: Why God Did Not Immediately
Destroy Satan—Many question why God does not
get rid of the devil, so he will stop bothering us.
This chapter fully explains how sin began, why Sa-
tan is working in our world today, how Satan will
one day be destroyed, and why it will then be safe
to blot him out of existence.

Chapter Two: Bible Facts about Suffering and
Sin—Have you noticed in our world, today, that people
are blaming God for everything? They blame Him
for tornadoes, hurricanes, storms, cold winters, and
drought. Whatever happens, God gets the blame.
He is blamed for highway accidents, fires, our own
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mistakes, and even attacks by criminals. If it is bad,
then it is an “act of God” and definitely His fault. If
it is good, it is either good luck or something we
can praise ourselves for.

Christian leaders and authors generally discuss
the subject of suffering by, first, presenting a list of
horrors that are happening to people; second, say-
ing that God is doing it for some reason we do not
understand; and, third, that we need to trust Him
in spite of it all.

What a miserable defense of God!—when the
truth is that He is the most wonderful, kindly Per-
son you could possibly know! He is not respon-
sible for the misery in this world! And this book
will prove it from the Bible.

As you read this book, many of your fears and
worries will vanish; your love for God will deepen,
and you will be able to enter into a far deeper rela-
tionship with Him than you have ever before expe-
rienced. And, oh, my friend, that is what we all need
so much!

Chapter Three: Bible Facts about the Law of
God—The charge is made that God has destroyed
His moral law of Ten Commandments and men no
longer need keep them! What would happen if your
city abolished its laws? The government would col-
lapse. There can be no government without law.

Every church has its laws which members must
obey, but it is said that God has no laws that any-
one need obey. Here are important Bible facts, show-
ing that God requires obedience to His moral code;
and, through the enabling grace of Jesus Christ,
we can fully obey all that God asks of us in His
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Inspired Writings.

Chapter Four: Bible Facts about the Other
Side of Death—In order to properly understand
the nature of hell, we first must learn what the Bible
teaches about what happens to men after they die.
This is an important chapter.

Chapter Five: Bible Facts about the Final
Death of the Wicked—God is not only a God of
love, but also of justice. Yet He is not going to burn
people in hellfire for millions of years for the wrong-
doing of a brief lifetime. That would not be just!
Whether or not they admit it, everyone realizes this.

Yet preachers and priests calmly declare that
God is burning millions of people right now in hell-
fire, that He has been doing it for thousands of
years, and that this horrible torture will continue
on for eternity. Punishment for what? the sins of a
few, brief years of existence in our world?

It is totally impossible that any creature could
do enough wickedness in sixty or seventy years to
merit fearful suffering in flames for ages upon ages
upon ages. The very idea is a blasphemy against
the just character of God.

In this book, clear evidence from the Bible will
be given that not only has hellfire not yet begun,
but, when it does, it will be over within a relatively
short time. Such a just and fair final punishment
will be proven from God’s Word.

Chapter Six: Bible Facts about Satan and
Spiritualism—There is a terrible danger that a
loved one might be entrapped by witchcraft. Because
of evil books on the market, it is even being taught
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in the public schools. The charge is made that God
approves of witchcraft. But the Bible is clear that
channeling is of the devil, and we should have noth-
ing to do with it.

Chapter Seven: Bible Facts about How to
Come to Christ and Remain with Him—A most
beautiful conclusion to a strong defense of the char-
acter of God. Here you will learn the Basic Steps to
Christ, the way to Jesus, and a life of happiness by
His side.

Appendix: Thirty-one Days of Bible Prom-
ises—Fill your whole heart with the words of God.
They are living water, quenching your burning thirst.
They are living bread from heaven—just for you.

“Be perfect, be of good confort, be of
one nmind, livein peace; and the God
of | ove and peace shall be with you.”

—2 CQorinthians 13: 11

“But knowthat the Lord hath set
apart himthat is godly for H nsel f:
the Lord wi Il hear when | call unto
Hm”

—Psal m 4: 3

“I will look untothe Lord, | will wait
for the God of ny salvation; ny God
wll hear ne.”

—Mcah 7:7
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Chapter One

Wy God Did Not
Jmmediately Desiroy Satan

People often blame God for not immediately
destroying Satan, when he first brought sin into
the universe. This chapter will provide you with
a solid answer to this question.

The government of God is founded on His di-
vine law. Only by obedience to it, can His crea-
tures be happy.

The law of love being the foundation of the gov-
ernment of God, the happiness of all created be-
ings depended upon their perfect accord with its
great principles of righteousness. God desires from
all His creatures the service of love—homage that
springs from an intelligent appreciation of His char-
acter. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance,
and to all He grants freedom of will, that they may
render Him voluntary service.

The Bible says that “sin is the transgression
of the law” (1 John 3:4). That is the only clear
definition of sin in the Bible. God did not cause

This chapter is based on chapter 29 of the best-
selling book, Great Controversy. Paragraphs in bold print
have been added to quotations from that chapter.
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sin to exist.

It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as
to give a reason for its existence. Yet enough may be
understood concerning both the origin and the fi-
nal disposition of sin to make fully manifest the
justice and benevolence of God in all His dealings
with evil. Nothing is more plainly taught in Scrip-
ture than that God was in no wise responsible for
the entrance of sin; that there was no arbitrary with-
drawal of divine grace, no deficiency in the divine
government, that gave occasion for the uprising of
rebellion. Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no
reason can be given. It is mysterious, unaccount-
able; to excuse it is to defend it. Could excuse for it
be found, or cause be shown for its existence, it
would cease to be sin. Our only definition of sin is
that given in the Word of God; it is “the transgres-
sion of the law”; it is the outworking of a principle
at war with the great law of love which is the foun-
dation of the divine government.

Sin, suffering, and death go together. Before
sin began, there was no suffering and there was
no death.

Before the entrance of evil there was peace and
joy throughout the universe. All was in perfect har-
mony with the Creator’s will. Love for God was su-
preme, love for one another impartial. Christ the
Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the
eternal Father,—one in nature, in character, and in
purpose,—the only being in all the universe that
could enter into all the counsels and purposes of
God. By Christ the Father wrought in the creation
of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all things cre-
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ated, that are in heaven . . whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or principalities, or powers” (Col
1:16); and to Christ, equally with the Father, all
heaven gave allegiance.

Satan (originally called Lucifer), by his own
decision, chose to sin. He was the first one to do
it.

But there was one that chose to pervert this free-
dom. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ,
had been most honored of God and who stood high-
est in power and glory among the inhabitants of
heaven. Before his Fall, Lucifer was first of the cov-
ering cherubs, holy and undefiled.

“Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the
sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou
hast been in Eden the garden of God; every pre-
cious stone was thy covering . . Thou art the anointed
cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou
wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of
fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day
that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in
thee.”—Ezekiel 28:12-15.

It is an amazing fact that, in the midst of such
perfection and peace, sin began. Lucifer decided
to live for himself. But this was not God'’s fault.
It was Lucifer’s own decision which grew into an
obstinate, open rebellion.

All heaven had rejoiced to reflect the Creator’s
glory and to show forth His praise. And while God
was thus honored, all had been peace and glad-
ness. But a note of discord now marred the celes-
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tial harmonies. The service and exaltation of self,
contrary to the Creator’s plan, awakened forebod-
ings of evil in minds to whom God’s glory was su-
preme. The heavenly councils pleaded with Luci-
fer. The Son of God presented before him the great-
ness, the goodness, the justice of the Creator, and
the sacred, unchanging nature of His law. God Him-
self had established the order of heaven; and in de-
parting from it, Lucifer would dishonor his Maker
and bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, given
in infinite love and mercy, only aroused a spirit of
resistance. Lucifer allowed jealousy of Christ to pre-
vail, and he became the more determined.

Pride in his own glory nourished the desire for
supremacy. The high honors conferred upon Luci-
fer were not appreciated as the gift of God and called
forth no gratitude to the Creator. He gloried in his
brightness and exaltation, and aspired to be equal
with God. He was beloved and reverenced by the
heavenly host. Angels delighted to execute his com-
mands, and he was clothed with wisdom and glory
above them all. Yet the Son of God was the acknowl-
edged Sovereign of heaven, one in power and au-
thority with the Father. In all the councils of God,
Christ was a participant while Lucifer was not per-
mitted thus to enter into the divine purposes. “Why,”
questioned this mighty angel, “should Christ have
the supremacy? Why is He thus honored above Lu-
cifer?”

Repeatedly, God tried to help Lucifer and draw
him back from the terrible future he was going
to bring on himself and others.

God in His great mercy bore long with Lucifer.
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He was not immediately degraded from his exalted
station when he first indulged the spirit of discon-
tent, nor even when he began to present his false
claims before the loyal angels. Long was he retained
in heaven. Again and again he was offered pardon
on condition of repentance and submission. Such
efforts as only infinite love and wisdom could de-
vise were made to convince him of his error. The
spirit of discontent had never before been known
in heaven.

Just as he does down here on earth, Lucifer
used false accusations of God to defend his ac-
tions.

Pride forbade Lucifer to submit. He persistently
defended his own course, maintained that he had
no need of repentance, and fully committed him-
self in the great controversy against his Maker.

All the powers of his master mind were now
bent to the work of deception, to secure the sympa-
thy of the angels that had been under his command.
Even the fact that Christ had warned and counseled
him was perverted to serve his traitorous designs.
To those whose loving trust bound them most closely
to him, Satan had represented that he was wrongly
judged, that his position was not respected, and
that his liberty was to be abridged. From misrepre-
sentation of the words of Christ he passed to pre-
varication and direct falsehood, accusing the Son
of God of a design to humiliate him before the in-
habitants of heaven. He sought also to make a false
issue between himself and the loyal angels. All whom
he could not subvert and bring fully to his side he
accused of indifference to the interests of heavenly
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beings. The very work which he himself was doing
he charged upon those who remained true to God.
And to sustain his charge of God’s injustice toward
him, he resorted to misrepresentation of the words
and acts of the Creator. It was his policy to perplex
the angels with subtle arguments concerning the
purposes of God. Everything that was simple he
shrouded in mystery, and by artful perversion cast
doubt upon the plainest statements of Jehovah. His
high position, in such close connection with the di-
vine administration, gave greater force to his rep-
resentations; and many were induced to unite with
him in rebellion against Heaven'’s authority.

Why did God not destroy Satan immediately?
That is an extremely important question! The an-
swer explains a lot of things we see around us
every day.

God in His wisdom permitted Satan to carry
forward his work until the spirit of disaffection rip-
ened into active revolt. It was necessary for his plans
to be fully developed, that their true nature and ten-
dency might be seen by all. Lucifer, as the anointed
cherub, had been highly exalted; he was greatly loved
by the heavenly beings, and his influence over them
was strong. God'’s government included not only the
inhabitants of heaven, but of all the worlds that He
had created; and Satan thought that if he could carry
the angels of heaven with him in rebellion, he could
carry also the other worlds. He had artfully pre-
sented his side of the question, employing soph-
istry and fraud to secure his objects. His power to
deceive was very great, and by disguising himself in
a cloak of falsehood he had gained an advantage.
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Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his
character or see to what his work was leading.

It would take time, a lot of time, before all
created beings understood the horrible nature of
sin.

Satan had been so highly honored, and all his
acts were so clothed with mystery, that it was diffi-
cult to disclose to the angels the true nature of his
work. Until fully developed, sin would not appear
the evil thing it was. Heretofore it had no place in
the universe of God, and holy beings had no con-
ception of its nature and malignity. They could not
discern the terrible consequences that would re-
sult from setting aside the divine law. Satan had, at
first, concealed his work under a specious profes-
sion of loyalty to God. He claimed to be seeking to
promote the honor of God, the stability of His gov-
ernment, and the good of all the inhabitants of
heaven. While instilling discontent into the minds
of the angels under him, he had artfully made it
appear that he was seeking to remove dissatisfac-
tion. When he urged that changes be made in the
order and laws of God’s government, it was under
the pretense that these were necessary in order to
preserve harmony in heaven.

Lucifer, the bright angel, had changed him-
self into Satan. He operates through lies and trick-
ery. But God did not come down to his level.

In His dealing with sin, God could employ only
righteousness and truth. Satan could use what God
could not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to fal-
sify the word of God and had misrepresented His
plan of government before the angels, claiming that
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God was not just in laying laws and rules upon the
inhabitants of heaven; that in requiring submission
and obedience from His creatures, He was seeking
merely the exaltation of Himself. Therefore it must
be demonstrated before the inhabitants of heaven,
as well as of all the worlds, that God’s government
was just, His law perfect. Satan had made it appear
that he himself was seeking to promote the good of
the universe. The true character of the usurper, and
his real object, must be understood by all. He must
have time to manifest himself by his wicked works.

Satan blamed God for all of sin’s problems and
misery. He also declared that God’s holy, Ten Com-
mandment Law was defective and cannot be
obeyed.

The discord which his own course had caused
in heaven, Satan charged upon the law and govern-
ment of God. All evil he declared to be the result of
the divine administration. He claimed that it was
his own object to improve upon the statutes of Je-
hovah. Therefore it was necessary that he should
demonstrate the nature of his claims and show the
working out of his proposed changes in the divine
law. His own work must condemn him. Satan had
claimed from the first that he was not in rebellion.
The whole universe must see the deceiver un-
masked.

God, in His infinite wisdom, knew that He
could not immediately blot out Satan. For the
good of all God’s creatures, time must be given
for the principles that Satan operated on and the
effects of sin—to be clearly understood by all.
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Even when it was decided that he could no longer
remain in heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not destroy
Satan. Since the service of love can alone be accept-
able to God, the allegiance of His creatures must
rest upon a conviction of His justice and benevo-
lence. The inhabitants of heaven and of other
worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the na-
ture or consequences of sin, could not then have
seen the justice and mercy of God in the destruc-
tion of Satan. Had he been immediately blotted from
existence, they would have served God from fear
rather than from love. The influence of the deceiver
would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the
spirit of rebellion have been utterly eradicated. Evil
must be permitted to come to maturity. For the good
of the entire universe through ceaseless ages Satan
must more fully develop his principles, that his
charges against the divine government might be seen
in their true light by all created beings, that the jus-
tice and mercy of God and the immutability of His
law might forever be placed beyond all question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the
universe through all coming ages, a perpetual
testimony to the nature and terrible results of
sin.

The working out of Satan’s rule, its effects upon
both men and angels, would show what must be
the fruit of setting aside the divine authority. It would
testify that with the existence of God’s government
and His law is bound up the well-being of all the
creatures He has made. Thus the history of this
terrible experiment of rebellion was to be perpetual
safeguard to all holy intelligences, to prevent them
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from being deceived as to the nature of transgres-
sion, to save them from committing sin and suffer-
ing its punishments.

Satan uses the same methods today to catch
men. He gets them to blame God for everything
that happens.

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in
heaven still inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has
continued with men the same policy which he pur-
sued with the angels. His spirit now reigns in the
children of disobedience. Like him they seek to
break down the restraints of the law of God and
promise men liberty through transgression of its
precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of
hatred and resistance. When God’s messages of
warning are brought home to the conscience, Sa-
tan leads men to justify themselves and to seek the
sympathy of others in their course of sin. Instead
of correcting their errors, they excite indignation
against the reprover, as if he were the sole cause of
difficulty. From the days of righteous Abel to our
own time such is the spirit which has been displayed
toward those who dare to condemn sin.

By the same misrepresentation of the character
of God as he had practiced in heaven, causing Him
to be regarded as severe and tyrannical, Satan in-
duced man to sin. And having succeeded thus far,
he declared that God’s unjust restrictions had led
to man’s Fall, as they had led to his own rebellion.

But God has clearly told us in the Bible that
He is good, and only good. It is Satan and sin
that is the problem, not God.
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The Eternal One Himself proclaims His charac-
ter: “The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means
clear the guilty.” Exodus 34:6-7.

And then God poured out all heaven, in the
gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, who came to our
world, suffered at the hands of Satan and wicked
men, and died to save us from sin. In view of
this, how can we ever doubt God’s love for us?

In the banishment of Satan from heaven, God
declared His justice and maintained the honor of
His throne. But when man had sinned through yield-
ing to the deceptions of this apostate spirit, God
gave an evidence of His love by yielding up His only
begotten Son to die for the fallen race. In the atone-
ment the character of God is revealed. The mighty
argument of the cross demonstrates to the whole
universe that the course of sin which Lucifer had
chosen was in no wise chargeable upon the govern-
ment of God.

It was Satan that prompted the world’s rejec-
tion of Christ. The prince of evil exerted all his power
and cunning to destroy Jesus; for he saw that the
Saviour’s mercy and love, His compassion and pity-
ing tenderness, were representing to the world the
character of God. Satan contested every claim put
forth by the Son of God and employed men as his
agents to fill the Saviour’s life with suffering and
sorrow. The sophistry and falsehood by which he
had sought to hinder the work of Jesus, the hatred
manifested through the children of disobedience,
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his cruel accusations against Him whose life was
one of unexampled goodness, all sprang from deep-
seated revenge. The pent-up fires of envy and mal-
ice, hatred and revenge, burst forth on Calvary
against the Son of God while all heaven gazed upon
the scene in silent horror.

Jesus Christ came to earth to reveal the char-
acter of God. While here, He did good and only
good. In contrast, the guilt of Satan stood forth
without excuse. He had revealed his true charac-
ter as a liar and a murderer.

It was seen that the very same spirit with which
he ruled the children of men, who were under his
power, he would have manifested had he been per-
mitted to control the inhabitants of heaven. He had
claimed that the transgression of God’s law would
bring liberty and exaltation; but it was seen to re-
sult in bondage and degradation.

Satan’s lying charges against the divine charac-
ter and government appeared in their true light. He
had accused God of seeking merely the exaltation
of Himself in requiring submission and obedience
from His creatures and had declared that, while
the Creator exacted self-denial from all others, He
Himself practiced no self-denial and made no sac-
rifice. Now it was seen that for the salvation of a
fallen and sinful race, the Ruler of the universe had
made the greatest sacrifice which love could make;
for “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
Himself.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. It was seen, also, that,
while Lucifer had opened the door for the entrance
of sin by his desire for honor and supremacy, Christ
had, in order to destroy sin, humbled Himself and
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become obedient unto death.

In answer to Satan’s charges, God did some-
thing amazing: He upheld the justice of His Ten
Commandment law while justifying all who should
accept Christ as their Saviour.

God had manifested His abhorrence of the prin-
ciples of rebellion. All heaven saw His justice re-
vealed, both in the condemnation of Satan and in
the redemption of man. Lucifer had declared that if
the law of God was changeless, and its penalty could
not be remitted, every transgressor must be for-
ever debarred from the Creator’s favor. He had
claimed that the sinful race were placed beyond
redemption and were therefore his rightful prey. But
the death of Christ was an argument in man’s be-
half that could not be overthrown. The penalty of
the law fell upon Him who was equal with God;
man was free to accept the righteousness of Christ
and, by a life of penitence and humiliation, to tri-
umph, as the Son of God had triumphed over the
power of Satan. Thus God is just and yet the justi-
fier of all who believe in Jesus.

But it was not merely to accomplish the redemp-
tion of man that Christ came to the earth to suffer
and to die. He came to “magnify the law” and to
“make it honorable.” Not alone that the inhabitants
of this world might regard the law as it should be
regarded; but it was to demonstrate to all the worlds
of the universe that God’s law is unchangeable.
Could its claims have been set aside, then the Son
of God need not have yielded up His life to atone
for its transgression. The death of Christ proves it
immutable. And the sacrifice to which infinite love
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impelled the Father and the Son, that sinners might
be redeemed, demonstrates to all the universe—
what nothing less than this plan of atonement could
have sufficed to do—that justice and mercy are the
foundation of the law and government of God.

Judgment day is coming, when all who have
chosen to join Satan’s side (wall themselves in
with his lies and reject salvation through Jesus
Christ) will quickly perish. Not until then will
Satan and his followers admit the truth that God
is not to blame for anything that happened.

In the final execution of the judgment it will be
seen that no cause for sin exists. When the Judge
of all the earth shall demand of Satan, “Why hast
thou rebelled against Me and robbed Me of the sub-
jects of My kingdom?” the originator of evil can ren-
der no excuse. Every mouth will be stopped and all
the hosts of rebellion will be speechless.

The cross of Calvary, while it declares the law
immutable, proclaims to the universe that the wages
of sin is death. In the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is
finished,” the death knell of Satan was rung. The
great controversy which had been so long in
progress was then decided, and the final eradica-
tion of evil was made certain. The Son of God passed
through the portals of the tomb, that “through death
He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14. Lucifer’s desire
for self-exaltation had led him to say: “I will exalt
my throne above the stars of God . . I will be like
the Most High.” God declares: “I will bring thee to
ashes upon the earth . . and never shalt thou be
any more.” Isaiah 14:13-14; Ezekiel 28:18-19.
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When “the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven
. . all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall
be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.” Malachi 4:1.

The whole universe will have become witnesses
to the nature and results of sin. And its utter ex-
termination, which in the beginning would have
brought fear to angels and dishonor to God, will
now vindicate His love and establish His honor be-
fore the universe of beings who delight to do His
will and in whose heart is His law. Never will evil
again be manifest. Says the word of God: “Affliction
shall not rise up the second time.” Nahum 1:9. The
law of God, which Satan has reproached as the yoke
of bondage, will be honored as the law of liberty. A
tested and proved creation will never again be
turned from allegiance to Him whose character has
been fully manifested before them as fathomless
love and infinite wisdom.

“Many are the afflictions of the
ri ghteous; but the Lord delivereth him
out of themall.”

—Psal m34: 19

“The Lord redeeneth the soul of H's
servants, and none of themthat trust
inHmshall be desol ate.”

—Psal m34: 22
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Chapter Cwo
Bible Facts

about Suffering and Sin

One of the charges against God is that He
continually wrongs us by causing all our prob-
lems. Whether it be accidents, poor health, ma-
Jjor medical crises, or even theft by robbers, it
matters not. God is blamed for it all.

Have you noticed that few are blaming the
devil for much of anything? What is the Bible
truth about all this?

WE CAUSE OUR OWN PROBLEMVMS

There are three charges against the goodness
of God that people frequently make:

First, why does God do all these bad things
to us? He doesn’t. All our problems are the result
of our own sins and mistakes or the sins and mis-
takes of others. All of them.

A few examples from the Bible illustrate this:

Adam and Eve fell into sin by their own act.
Abel died because of his brother’s angry temper.
The Flood came on the world because of its wick-
edness. Sodom was destroyed because of the sins
of its inhabitants. Korah and his associates rebelled
against God’s authority, so the earth opened up and
swallowed them. We could cite similar incidents all
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through the Bible.

Whatever problems you may encounter, the
cause can always be traced to a problem with people,
not with God. The cause may be traced to an acci-
dent, bad diet, a genetic flaw, meanness, crime, or
something else. But the cause is always people, not
God.

Second, even though God does not directly
do all those bad things, why does He not keep
them from happening?

The fact that He does not interfere is part of the
working out of the great 6,000-year crisis of the
ages, in which we are involved.

As we learned in the first chapter of this book,
for untold ages, there was peace in heaven—until
Lucifer sinned. When he did, he charged God with
selfishness, deception, and unjustly requiring obe-
dience to the laws of heaven.

What was God to do in this crisis? Because of
His massive power, the slightest degree He dealt
with Satan would be so overwhelming that the an-
gels would be frightened into submission. Hence-
forth, they would serve Him from fear.

So, in His infinite wisdom, God decided to let
the crisis work its way through to its end. Satan
had said his ideas would wonderfully improve life.
So God gave him time to demonstrate what hap-
pens when creatures rebel against God.

We are part of this terrible experiment in rebel-
lion because we were born into this world. Some-
one may say, “Well, that’s not fair. We had no say
about being born, so why do we have to go through
all this suffering because we are in a world filled
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with devils tempting men?”

That is a key point, and here is the answer:

As soon as Satan won a large number of angels
in heaven and they were cast out, he successfully
overcame Adam and Eve. That victory gave the devil
the opportunity to tempt and harass all of Adam’s
descendants. Any detailed history book tells the re-
sult: murder, intrigue, and wars. Along with them
famine and disease which Satan helped produce.

Yes, it is true that we are all born into this mis-
erable world, without any choice in the matter. Yet
God makes up for it in a most wonderful way! He
says, “Child, if you will prove faithful to Me and,
amid the hardships of this life, patiently remain loyal
to Me,—I will reward you with eternal life!”

What a reward is that! In exchange for accept-
ing Christ as our Saviour and obeying Him through-
out these few brief decades on earth,—we will live
with Him for eternal ages in heaven!

Think about it a minute. There is simply no loss
in such an arrangement.

But someone will say, “That’s okay for those who
accept Christ, but what about the rest of us who
don’t? We have to suffer and die and miss out on
heaven.”

Yet no one need be lost. God’s Holy Spirit and
the good angels work with everyone who has ever
lived on earth, seeking to draw them to God.

It is only by our own decision that any of us will
be lost.

Titus 2:11—"For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men.”
1 Timothy 2:4—“Who will have all men to be
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Third, why does not God protect His own loyal
children from the problems of life? Why do they
have accidents? Why do they have genetic prob-
lems? Why are they robbed and slain?

Stop and think a minute. Any time anyone in
the world appears to have an ability a little beyond
that of the normal,—everyone is attracted to him.
They crave his power, his authority, his money, his
influence.

If it became obvious that Christians are given
special protection,—everyone, with their hearts and
lives unchanged, would become Christians! Instead,
down through history, we find that the servants of
God are maligned, ridiculed, persecuted, hunted,
and slain. Satan works through the wicked to make
their lives very difficult.

Why then do the faithful choose to remain loyal
to God? Because of principle and no other reason.
They serve God, not for what they can get out of
Him, but because they love Him—in spite of the
treatment they receive in this world. They are de-
voted to Him in spite of any outward rewards they
might receive in this life.

Hebrews 11:9-10—"By faith he [Abraham] so-
journed in the land of promise, as in a strange coun-
try, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob,
the heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.”

Only in this way, could the genuinely faithful be
separated from those who would only serve God
for the immediate gratifications He might give them.
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THE TRIALS OF LIFE
HELP PREPARE US FOR HEAVEN

The difficulties of life actually help us. God
uses the trials of life, not only to test our mo-
tives and characters, but also to help us prepare
for heaven!

Psalm 119:71—"It is good for me that I have
been afflicted; that I might learn Thy statutes.”

Here are several Bible passages which show this:

1 Peter 4:12-13—"Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you. But
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy.”

1 Peter 1:7—"That the trial of your faith, being
much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ.”

Hebrews 11:24-26—"By faith Moses, when he
was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer afflic-
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the plea-
sures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt:
for he had respect unto the recompence of the re-
ward.”

The apostle Paul clearly recognized the purify-
ing power of problems.

Romans 5:3-5—‘We glory in tribulations also,
knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and pa-
tience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which
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is given unto us.”

God even predicted that His people would ex-
perience many sufferings.

Daniel 11:33—"And they that understand among
the people shall instruct many; yet they shall fall by
the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil,
many days.”

Our sufferings help purify our hearts and pre-
pare us for heaven.

Daniel 11:35—And some of them of understand-
ing shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make
them white, even to the time of the end.”

Hebrews 12:10—"For they [parents] verily for a
few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but
He [God] for our profit, that we might be partakers
of His holiness.”

Count the sufferings you may experience as noth-
ing,—but look at the exceedingly far greater reward
that you will receive, if you prove loyal to God:

2 Corinthians 4:17—"For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

Revelation 2:10-11—"Fear none of those things
which thou shalt suffer: Behold, the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried . . Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life . . He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the
second death.”

James 1:12—"Blessed is the man that endureth
temptations, for when he is tried, he s